The annual report which was laid on the table stated that the year 1900 had been one of the very busiest in the history of the hospital. A great part of the central block had been out of use owing to the building going on, but not a single bed had been closed.
The total number of in-patients treated was 12,746, and the total number of new cases seen in the receiving-room and in the out-patient department amounted to 101,762. The committee were able to report that the system introduced in June, 1898 , by which all patients are seen at once, on presenting themselves in the receiving-room, without any governors' or subscribers' letter, had worked most satisfactorily. On Nurses. This is the second death which has occurred among the loyal band of workers who went out to cope with the terrible work of attending to our soldiers in South Africa. Miss Lloyd was one of the best sisters we had, and her loss is very greatly mourned at the hospital. Dr. Sansom has been obliged, after many years, to give up the medical care of the sick nurses, and Dr. F. J. Smith has kindly undertaken this duty. Mr. Hutchinson, who has been lecturer on surgical nursing to the nursing staff for five years, has been obliged,, through the increased demands of his other work, to give up these lectures.
Most cordial th'anks were sent to Mr.
Hutchinson by the house committee for the able manner in which he has conducted these lectures.
After notifying the receipt during the quarter of legacies amounting to ?4,326, and mentioning that owing to theheavy strain caused by the building operations the committee had to borrow ?20,000 to meet the accounts due lastquarter, the Chairman referred to the announcement of a Victoria Cross having been conferred on Mr. Neville Howser who before going to Australia had been a London Hospital" student and one who did them the greatest credit, having held there all the appointments he could hold. Mr. Holland then dealt with what had been described as a " Hospital' Scandal." He said he supposed they would be delighted' if they could find out something scandalous about theArchbishop of Canterbury, and the greater and more beneficent an institution was, the more ready some people seemed to believe anything bad about it. It was not true that a woman ha*d remained from nine in the morning till ten at night without attendance: such a thing was impossible. The woman was taken into the receiving room, where herwounds were properly dressed by the'senior resident medical!
